THE STATEMENT OF TIBBIE BIRSE
now and again that fired Tibbie as the beating
of his drum may rouse the martial spirit of a
drummer. At last our visitor broke into an
agitated whisper, and it was only when she
stopped whispering, as she did now and again,
that I ceased to hear her. Jess evidently put a
question at times, but so politely (for she had
on her best wrapper) that I did not catch a
word.

" Though I should be struck deid this nicht,"
Tibbie whispered, and the sibilants hissed
between her few remaining teeth, " I wasna
sae muckle as speired to the layin' oot There
was Mysy Cruickshanks there, an' Kitty
Wobster 'at was nae friends to the corpse to
speak o*, but Marget passed fay me, me 'at is
her ain flesh an' blood, though it mayna be for
the like o' me to say it. It's gospel truth,
Jess, I tell ye, when I say 'at, for all I ken
officially, as ye micht say, Pete Lownie may be
weel and hearty this day. If I was to meet
Marget in the face I couldna say he was deid,
though I ken *at the wricht coffined tdta;
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